
`Year 1 Writing 
Author: Julia Donaldson 

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

Regular plural noun 
suffixes –s or -es 

HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

Suffixes that be added to 
words with no change to 

the root word. 

HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

Prefix –un. 

HFW Letters and Sounds 
Phase 5 

Text(s) and Purpose Focus on short narratives 

Narrative: Queen Victoria’s 
Knickers –Jackie French  

Narrative: The Spacesuit- 
Alison Donald  

Focus on short narratives 

Narrative: Traditional Tales 
– The Three Little Pigs  

Narrative: In the Garden- 
Noelle Smit  

Focus on short narratives 

Narrative: Traditional Tales 
– Jack and the Beanstalk 

Narrative: The Tiny Seed – 
Eric Carle  

Focus on short narratives 

Narrative: The Bunny who 
found Easter- Charlotte 

Zolotow 
 
Narrative: Me on the Map- 

Joan Sweeney 

Focus on short narratives 

Narrative: Queen Victoria’s 
Bathing Machine- Gloria 

Wheelan  
 

Writing to inform 
Seaside holidays – then 

and now. 
The seaside- then and now.  

Paren and Stacey 

Focus on short narratives 
 

Narrative: Tiddler- Julia 
Donaldson  

 

Poetry  
Non-fiction: A First Book of 

the Sea- Nicola Davies & 
Emily Sutton 

Composition Learn how to organise 
ideas into writing. 
Say out loud what they are 
going to write. (Hold a 
sentence) 
 

Compose a sentence orally 
before writing it. (Build a 
sentence) 

Read writing aloud to 
check it makes sense.  

Dictation: GPCs and 
common exception words.  

Sequence sentences to 
form short narratives.  

Write simple sentences to 
form a short narrative.  

Editing Read writing with an adult and talk about it. 

Performing   Read aloud a play script 
(Nativity Play) 

    

Grammar and punctuation Leave spaces between 
words.  
Name the letters of the 
alphabet. 

Use a capital letter for the 
start of a sentence.  

Use the personal pronoun 
‘I’ 
 
Highlight and discuss ! and 
? in books read.  

Use ‘and’ to join ideas 
within in a sentence.  
 
Use a full stop accurately. 

Use capital letters for 
names of people, places 
and days of the week.  
 
Begin to use adjectives. 

Attempt to use 
conjunctions. 
Use word banks. 
 

Statutory understanding Word, capital letter, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Reading 
Author: Julia 
Donaldson 

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Phonics Read, Write Inc. Set 2 
sounds. 

Read, Write Inc. Set 2 
sounds. 

Read, Write Inc. Set 2 and 3 
sounds. 

Read, Write Inc. Set 2 and 3 
sounds. 

Read, Write Inc. Set 3 
sounds. 

Read, Write Inc. Set 3 
sounds. 

Applying phonics Know when to use phonic 
knowledge to decode 

words. 
Read common words using 
phonic knowledge, where 

possible.  

Read words of more than 
one syllable that contain 

taught GPCs.  
Read phonically decodable 

texts.  

Know which parts of words 
can be decoded using 

phonics.  
Blend sounds in unfamiliar 

words based on known 
GPCs. 

Read words with familiar 
endings (-s, es, ing, ed, er, 

est). 
Read words which have the 

prefix –un added.  
Divide words into syllables. 
Read phonically decodable 

texts, with confidence.  

Hear and recognise all 40+ 
phonemes. 

Match all 40+ graphemes to 
their phonemes.  

Identify all 40+ graphemes 
in reading.  

Know that words can 
have omitted letters 

and that an 
apostrophe represents 

the omitted letters.  
Find contractions 

when reading. 
Read words with 

contractions.  
Read compound 

words.  

Text(s) and Purpose See writing. 
  

Reading for pleasure Know that there are 
different kinds of books.  
Know the difference 
between a story book and 
an information book.  
Find the title, author and 
illustrator of a book.  

Know some familiar stories.  
Recognise familiar story 
language.  

Express likes and dislikes 
about a book.  
Say if a story is similar to 
another story or a personal 
experience.  
Listen to others’ ideas about 
a book.  

Find familiar story language 
in stories read aloud or in 
independent reading.  
Retell key stories orally using 
narrative language.  
Recognise rhyming 
language.  

Express opinions, agreeing 
or disagreeing with others 
and say why.  
 

Recognise repeated or 
patterned language.  
Recognise patterned 
language in familiar 
poems and rhymes.  
Know some poems 
and rhymes by heart.  

Reading Accurately, 
with Fluency and with 

Understanding 

Identify the characters in a 
story.   
Discuss the significance of 
the title and events.  

Recognise a character’s 
feelings.  
Say why a character has a 
feeling.  
Check that the text makes 
sense.  

Make predictions based on 
the event in the story.  
Check that the text makes 
sense and correct inaccurate 
reading.  

Give an opinion about a 
character.  
Know that stories can have 
similar characters.  

Make links to other stories.  
Make links with characters 
in other stories.  
Answer retrieval questions 
about a book.  
 

Use information from 
the story to support 
an opinion.  
Understand that the 
writer can leave gaps 
for the reader to fill. 
Answer inference 
questions.  

Vocabulary Use picture clues to support 
understanding.  
 

Use picture clues to deepen 
understanding.  

Use prior knowledge to 
understand texts.  

Identify unfamiliar words 
and ask about meaning.  

Use the context to make 
informed guesses about the 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words. 

Discuss the meaning 
of unfamiliar words 
with others.  

Oral and reading 
comprehension 

CC units: Look and listen CC units: Red CC units: Yellow CC units: Blue CC units: Green CC units: Green and 
assessment tasks 



Year 2 Writing 
Author: Enid Blyton  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling No Nonsense Spelling Year 2 
Block 1 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
2 

Block 2 

No Nonsense 
Spelling Year 2 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling 
Year 2 
Block 4 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
2 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
2 

Block 4 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Narrative should focus 
on personal experiences 

and those of others 

Writing to entertain  
Story 

The Queen’s Hat- Steve Anthony  
 

Writing to inform (real events) 
Recount 

The 1950s 
Born in the 1950s 

50s and 60s- The best of times 
 

Instructions 
Kites- Simon Mole 

 

Writing to entertain  
Description 

The Snow Dragon- Abi 
Elphonstone and Fiona 

Woodcock  
 

Writing to inform 
Report 

The Big Book of the UK- 
Imogen Williams 

 
Narrative/Non-fiction: 

Winter Sleep- A 
Hibernation Story- Sean 

Taylor 

Writing to entertain 
Story 

 Sunflower House- 
Eve Bunting 

 
Writing to inform 

Report 
In The Sky- Harriet 

Evans 
Amazing Transport- 

Tom Jackson 
Cars, Trains, Ships 

and Planes- DK 
 
 
 

Writing to entertain 
Description 

 Trapped by the Ice- 
Michael McCurdy 

Ice Trap! – Meredith 
Hooper 

 
Writing to inform 

Letters- Invitations 
Meerkat Mail- Emily 

Gravett 
 

Writing to entertain 
Story 

The Great Paper Caper- 
Oliver Jeffers  

 
Writing to inform 

Recount 
You wouldn’t want to 
be…in Tudor times- 
Horrible Histories 

 
 
 

Writing to entertain 
 Narrative: Charlotte’s 

Web – EB White  
 

Writing to inform 
Instructions 

Non-fiction: Pizza School- 
Mathews 

 
 

Poetry  
 

 

Composition Use graphic organisers to plan writing.  
Work towards a 3 part narrative. 

Plan and discuss the content of writing 
including key and new vocabulary.  

Orally rehearse a sentence before writing 
it down.  

Sequence sentences to 
form short narratives. 

 Dictation: Write from 
memory simple 

sentences. 

 Share examples of texts in 
which atmosphere is 

created. 

Editing   Evaluate writing 
independently and 

begin to edit against 
a set of Year 2 

criteria. 

Edit writing more 
independently.  

Proof read to check for 
errors in spelling and KS1 

grammar.  

Make changes to improve 
the impact and effect of 

my writing.  
Draw on texts read to 

improve writing. 

Performing    Read aloud a play script 
(Easter Play) 

Read aloud writing clearly 
enough to be heard by 

peers/ teacher. 

Use appropriate intonation 
when reading writing 

aloud.  

Grammar and 
punctuation 

Use technical vocabulary in non-narrative 
writing. 

Use capital letters and full stops with 
accuracy. 

Begin to use ! and ? in 
writing.  

Statements, questions and 
commands.  

Expanded noun phrase.  

Use capital letters 
for proper nouns.  

 
Subordination: 
when, if, that, 

because. 

Use commas to separate 
items in a list.  

 
Coordination: or, and, 

but 

Use apostrophes for 
singular possession.  

 
Past and present tense 
including progressive 

forms.  

Adjectives and adverbs (-
er, -est, -ly) 

Statutory understanding Noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation mark, command, compound, suffix, adjective, adverb, verb, tense, speech marks 



Year 2 Reading 
Author: Enid 

Blyton  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Text(s) and 
Purpose 

Texts to teach 
in reading 

lessons 

Reading to entertain (6 weeks) 
Narrative: Classic and 

Contemporary Traditional Tales 
(The Gingerbread Man/Biscuit 

Bear, Goldilocks and the 3 
Bears/Goldilocks and Just One 

Bear, Little Red Riding Hood/Little 
Red) (meeting mysterious 

characters) 
Poetry (1 week) Poems to Perform 

by Julia Donaldson 
 
 

Reading to entertain (4 
weeks) 

Narrative: The Snow 
Dragon 

Poetry (2 weeks) 
The Owl and the 

Pussycat/The Further 
Adventures of the Owl 

and the Pussycat 
Reading to entertain (1 

week) 
Christmas stories and 

poems 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading to 
entertain (2 

weeks) 
Narrative: The 
Tale of Peter 

Rabbit(a 
character gets 
into trouble) 
Reading to 

entertain (2 
weeks) 

Narrative: Voices 
in the park by 

Anthony Browne 
Reading to 

entertain (2 
weeks) 

Narrative: The 
Day the Crayons 

Quit by Oliver 
Jeffers 

 
 

Non-fiction (2 
weeks) 

 
Reading to 

entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative: The 
Magic Faraway 

Tree 
(a character gets 

into trouble) 
 
 
 

Reading to entertain (4 weeks) 
Narrative: The Magic Faraway Tree 

(a character gets into trouble) 
Poetry (2 weeks) Thinker: My Puppy Poet and 

Me 
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/greenfield-

eloise 
 
 
 

Reading to entertain (4 weeks) 
Narrative: Charlotte’s Web by E.B 

White 
Performing poetry (2 weeks) Various 

poets 
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets 

 
 

 Text(s) and 
Purpose 

Texts to read 
aloud and 

discuss in story 
time 

Kites by Simon Mole 
The Royal Rabbits of London 

The Queen’s Hat 
 

The Adventures of 
Mouse Deer(Favourite 
folk tales of South east 

Asia) 
African Animal Tales 

Starbird by Sharon King-
Chai 

Mama Panya’s Pancakes 
 

The Little 
Gardener by 
Emily Hughes 

The Owl who was 
afraid of the 

dark. 
The Bear and the 

Piano by David 
Litchfield (rags to 

riches) 

Meerkat Mail by 
Emily Gravett 

The Hodgeheg by 
Dick King Smith 

 

Narrative (personal experiences):  
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

The Lorax by Dr Seuss 
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

Narrative (personal experiences): The 
Secret Island (a character loses 

something) 
 

Applying 
phonics 

Understand the importance of 
decoding words automatically and 

that some words cannot be 
decoded with phonics strategies.  

Use the graphemes taught to 
blend sounds.  

Know that phonemes may be 
represented by different 

graphemes.  

Know that familiar 
words do not need to be 

sounded out and 
blended.  

Read these familiar 
words automatically and 

accurately without 
sounding or blending.  

Read words with 
common suffixes: ed, 

ing, er, est.  

Know that the 
same grapheme 
may be read in 
different ways.  

Recognise 
alternatives and 
consider which 
will make more 

sense.  
Recognise 

syllables in words 
and know that 
breaking words 

Know that other 
strategies can be 

used to read 
unfamiliar 

words.  
Use other 

strategies to 
support fluent 

decoding.  
Read most 
common 

exception words.  

Read words of two or more syllables accurately.  
Read aloud books closely matched to phonic 
knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 

accurately, automatically and without undue 
hesitation.  

Read books closely matched to phonic 
knowledge fluently and confidently.  

 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/greenfield-eloise
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/greenfield-eloise
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets


 

into syllables 
helps fluent 
decoding.  

Read words with 
common suffixes: 

ment, ness, ful, 
less, ly.  

Reading 
Accurately, 

with Fluency 
and with 

Understanding 

Know that the purpose of reading 
is to make meaning.  

 

Check that the text 
makes sense and re-

read when meaning is 
lost.  

Self-correct when 
the meaning is 

lost.  
Explain what has 
happened so far 
in what has been 

read.  
 

Find the answers 
to retrieval 

questions about 
stories, poems or 
non-fiction texts.  

Recognise that 
the writer can 

have a message 
for the reader. 

Make 
predictions 

about possible 
events.  

Know what the inference – ‘reading between 
the lines’ – means.  

Find and explain inferences about characters’ 
thoughts and feelings. 

Give reasons for characters’ actions or 
behaviour.  

 

Recognise key ideas in a text.  
Explain a writer’s message. 

Make predictions about how a 
character might behave.  

Vocabulary Know that there is a range of 
decoding strategies.  

 Use prior 
knowledge and 

reading 
experiences to 

understand texts 
and the meaning 

of unfamiliar 
words.  

Use the context 
to understand 
texts and the 
meaning of 
unfamiliar 

words.  
Ask questions to 

clarify 
understanding.  

  

Oral and 
written 

comprehension 

CC unit 13 Poetry 
CC unit 1 fiction 

Assessment task 1 and 2 

CC unit 8 non-fiction 
CC unit 3 fiction 

Assessment task 3 and 4 

CC unit 14 Poetry 
CC unit 2 fiction 

 

CC unit 11 non-
fiction 

CC unit 4 fiction 
Assessment task 

5 

CC Unit 15 Poetry 
CC unit 5 fiction 

Assessment task 8 

CC unit 10 non-fiction 
CC unit 6 fiction 



 

Year 3 Writing 
Author: Roald Dahl  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 1 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 2 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 4 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
3 

Block 4 

Text(s) and Purpose Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

 Stone Age Boy- Satoshi 
Kitamura 

 
Writing to inform  

Explanation 
 Street beneath my feet- 

Charlotte Guillain 
Pebble in my pocket- 

Meredith Hooper 
 

Writing to entertain 
Description (character) 

The Iron Man 
 

Writing to inform 
Explanation 

Earthshattering events- 
Sophie Williams  

 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

 Egyptian Cinderella 
 

 
Writing to inform 

Recount   
The Very Lonely Firefly: 

Eric Carle 
Or 

The Dark- Lemony Snicket 
 

Writing to entertain 
Description (setting) 

 The Honey Bee- Kirsten 
Hall  

The bee book- Charlotte 
Milner 

 
Writing to inform  

 From Islam to Christian 
 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

Hot Dog! Eleanor Roosevelt 
throws a picnic- Leslie 

Kimmelman 
 

Writing to inform  
Newspaper 

 Give me my Bones Back- 
Kim Norman 

Who owns these bones- 
Henri Cap 

 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative  

Rain Boy- Dylan Glynn 
The invisible Boy – Patrice 

Barton  
Every Child a Song- Nicola 

Davis and Marc Martin  
Good People Everywhere- 

Lynea Gillen 
 

Poetry  

Composition Use graphic organisers to 
plan writing.  

Secure a 3 part narrative. 
Use non-narrative 

organisational devices: 
headings and sub-

headings. 
Narrative: resolutions and 

endings.  

Look at different models of 
writing, taking into account 

audience and purpose.  
 

Write narrative with a clear 
structure focusing on 

setting.  
 

Write narrative with a clear 
structure, setting, and plot.  

Write narrative with a clear 
structure, setting, plot and 

character.  

Use vocabulary and 
grammatical features for 

effect. 

Begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 

theme.   

Editing    Make improvements by 
proposing changes to 

grammar and vocabulary.  

Self-assess writing with 
peers against a set of Year 

3 criteria.  

 

Performing   Read aloud a play script 
(Christmas Play) with 

intonation and volume so 
that meaning is clear. 

    

Grammar and punctuation Use a range of sentence 
with more than clause by 

using a wider range of 
conjunctions.  

Determiners: a, an, the 
 

Direct speech.  

Perfect forms of verbs: I 
have/ He has.  

Begin to understand the 
purpose of adverbs.  

Use conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions.  

 
 

Apostrophes for 
possession.  

Add detail by expansion of 
noun phrases, before and 

after the noun. 

Use adverbials.  
 

Commas to mark clauses 
and phrases.  

Statutory understanding Preposition, conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, vowel letter, inverted commas 
Nouns using a range of prefixes. 
a/ an 
Word families based on common words. 



Year 3 Reading 
Author: Roald Dahl  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Text(s) and Purpose 
Texts to teach in 
reading lessons 

Reading to entertain (5 weeks) 
Narrative: Stig of the Dump (meeting 

mysterious characters) 
Poetry (2 weeks) 

Narrative poetry: Roald Dahl e.g. Revolting 
Rhymes 

Free verse poetry: Rachel Rooney 
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/rooney-

rachel 
 
 

Reading to 
entertain (4 weeks) 
Narrative: The Iron 
Man by Ted Hughes 
 (a character loses 

something) 
Non-fiction (2 

weeks) 
 
  

Reading to entertain (3 weeks) 
Narrative (Egyptian Myths): The Roaming Eye 

of Atum, The Birth of the Sun God, The 
Egyptian Cinderella  (a character loses 

something) 
Poetry (2 weeks): 

Performance poetry: Joseph Coelho and Roger 
McGough 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/coelho-
joseph  

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/mcgough-
roger   

 
 
 

Reading to 
entertain (2 weeks) 

Narrative (Fairy 
tale): The Minpins (a 
character gets into 

trouble) 
Reading to 

entertain (3 weeks) 
Narrative: Fantastic 

Mr Fox by Roald 
Dahl (a character 
gets into trouble) 

 
 
 

Reading to 
entertain (5 

weeks) 
Narrative: 

Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest (a 

character gets a 
warning) 

Non-fiction (2 
weeks) 

 
 

Reading to 
entertain 

Narrative: Alice’s 
Adventures in 

Wonderland by 
Lewis Carroll (a 

portal story) 
 
 
 
 
 

Text(s) and Purpose 
Texts to read aloud 
and discuss in story 

time 

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl (a character 
gets into trouble) 

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura 
Pebble in my Pocket by Meredith Hooper 

Planet Omar: 
Accidental Trouble 
Magnet by Zanib 

Mian 
Town is by the sea 

by Joanne Schwartz 

The Dark by Lemony Snicket 
Orien and the Dark by Emma Yarlett 

The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson 
In the City- Holly James 

 

The Accidental 
Prime Minister by 
Tom McLaughlin 

Fortunately, the 
milk by Neil 

Gaiman 

 

Applying phonics Know that phonics is one strategy to read 
words.  

Know when phonic strategies will help to 
read a word and when they will not.  

Know what a root word is.  
Understand how to use root words to help 

to read unfamiliar words.  

Know what prefixes 
and suffixes are.  
Understand how 

prefixes and 
suffixes can change 

the meaning of a 
word: pre, dis, mis 

and re.  

Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud unfamiliar words.  

Know that some words may have a similar 
pronunciation but may be written differently.  

Know that some of these are unusual.  

Use knowledge of 
unusual 

phoneme/grapheme 
correspondences to 

help to read 
unfamiliar words.  

Know that 
unfamiliar words 

can be read by using 
knowledge of 
similar words 

(analogy).  

Understand how 
prefixes and 

suffixes can change 
the meaning of a 
word: sub, tele, 
super, auto, less  
Use prefixes and 

suffixes to read and 
understand the 

meaning of 
unfamiliar words.  

Understand how 
prefixes and 

suffixes can change 
the meaning of a 

word: ly 
Use prefixes and 

suffixes to read and 
understand the 

meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

Use analogy, 
drawing on 

pronunciation of 
similar known 
words to read 

others.  

Reading Accurately, 
with Fluency and 

with Understanding 

Check understanding in any text that is read.  

Know that texts will have a main idea. 

Identify the main idea in a text. 

Ask questions to 

ensure 

understanding of a 

text.  

Know that the 

organisation and 

layout of a book 

Ask questions to deepen understanding of a 
text.  

Give a personal response to a text and give 
evidence to support this.  

 

 Use clues from the 
text to predict 

what might happen 
next and give 

reasons for this.  
Know that the 
main idea in a 

narrative may also 

Explain a personal 
response and listen 
to others’ personal 
responses to a text.  

Adapt own 
response in the 
light of others’ 

responses. 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/rooney-rachel
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/rooney-rachel
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/coelho-joseph
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/coelho-joseph
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/mcgough-roger
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/mcgough-roger


helps me to 

understand it.  

Know how to find 
key words or 

information in a 
non-fiction text and 

record this. 

have a message for 
the reader and that 

this is called a 
theme.  

Recognise that 
books may have a 

similar theme.  
Understand that 
the organisation 

and layout may be 
different according 
to the purpose of 

the book.  

Know that 
characters’ actions 
can tell the reader 

about their 
thoughts, feelings 

and motives.  
Infer characters’ 

feelings, thoughts 
and motives for 

their actions.  

Vocabulary Know that there will be unfamiliar words in 
a text.  

Identify any words that are unfamiliar. 
Use root words to help to read and 

understand unfamiliar words. 

Use a dictionary to 
check or find the 
meaning of new 

words.  
Use prefixes and 

suffixes to read and 
understand the 

meaning of 
unfamiliar words.   

 

Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to understand the meaning of 

unfamiliar words.  
Discuss the meaning of unfamiliar words 

identified.  
 

Use the context of 
unfamiliar words to 

explain their 
meaning.  

 

Check the meaning 
of any unfamiliar 

words through 
questioning, 

discussion or use of 
dictionaries.  

Discuss meaning of 
specific or unusual 

words used by 
authors to create 

effects.  
Record words and 

language from 
reading to use in 

writing.  
Identify how 

language, structure 
and presentation 

contribute to 
meaning.  

Oral and reading 
comprehension 

CC unit 1 fiction 
CC unit 14 poetry 
Assessment task 8 

Unit 7 fiction Unit 15 poetry 
Assessment task 9 

   

 

 



 

 

Year 4 Writing 
Author: Caroline 

Lawrence  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling No Nonsense Spelling Year 4 
Block 1 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
4 

Block 2 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 4 
Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 4 
Block 4 

No Nonsense Spelling 
Year 4 
Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling 
Year 4 
Block 4 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Narrative should focus 
on plot 

Writing to entertain  
Narrative 

 Roman Invasion (My Story) 
Jim Eldridge 

 
Writing to inform  

Recounts 
Roman Soldiers Handbook- 

Lesley Sims  
Meet the ancient Romans – 

James Davies 

 Writing to entertain 
Description (setting)  

 Lights on Cotton Rock-
David Litchfield  

 
Writing to inform  

Explanation 
Cool Circuits and Wicked 
Wires- Susan Matineau 

Writing to entertain  
Narrative 

The Music of Life- Louis Thomas  
 

Greek Myths (Orchard series) 
 

Writing to persuade  
Adverts  

Writing to entertain 
Description (character) 

 The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe 

 
Writing to persuade 

Letter 
The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

 When the Mountains 
Roared- Jess Butterworth 

 
Writing to inform 

Biography 
The Beatles for Kidz 
Darwin’s Tree of Life 

Writing to inform 
Narrative 

Here We Are- Oliver 
Jeffers  

Compost Stew- Mary 
McKenna Siddals  

The Giving Tree- Shel 
Silverstein 

 
Poetry 

Composition Use graphic organisers to 
plan writing.  

Work towards a 5 part 
narrative. 

Organise narrative into clear 
sequences with more than 

basic beginning, middle and 
end.  

Write narrative with clear 
structure.  

 
Use simple organisational 

devices.  

Write narrative with a focus on 
setting and plot. 

 
Non-fiction: Use clear vocabulary 

choices linked to context.  

Write narrative with a focus 
on character and plot. 

 
Non-fiction: Use clear 

vocabulary and grammatical 
choices linked to context. 

Begin to use paragraphs 
with topic sentences and 
organise them around a 

theme.  
Close narrative 

appropriately relating to 
the beginning or a change 

in character. 

Use paragraphs with 
more accuracy. 

Make an appropriate 
choice of pronoun or 

noun within a sentence 
to aid cohesion and 

avoid repetition.  

Editing   Proof read for spelling and 
punctuation.  

Propose changes to 
vocabulary. 

Propose changes to 
grammar including the 

accurate use of pronouns. 

 

Performing     Read aloud a play script 
(Easter Play) and own writing 
with intonation and volume 

so that meaning is clear. 

  

Grammar and 
punctuation 

Use a range of sentences with 
more than one clause 

through use of conjunctions 
(already known). 

Conjunctions: such, as, 
although, however, despite, 

as well as.  

Open sentences in different ways 
to create effects. 

BY SPRING TERM ALL SENTENCES 
SHOULD BE DEMARCATED 

CORRECTLY WITH ALL 
PUNCTUATION LEARNED SO FAR.  

Apostrophes for omission.  Apostrophes for 
possession.  

 
 

Direct speech including 
using a comma after 
the reporting clause.  

Statutory 
understanding 

Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial. 
Plural and possessive verb inflections.  
Noun phrases expanded with modifying adjectives, noun and preposition phrases.  



Year 4 Reading 
Author: Caroline 

Lawrence  

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Text(s) and 
Purpose 

Texts to teach in 
reading lessons 

Reading to entertain (5 weeks) 
Narrative: The Time Travel Diaries 

by Caroline Lawrence (a quest) 
 

Reading to entertain (2 weeks) 
Narrative: (Roman Myths): 

Romulus and Remus (a character 
loses something) 

Various Roman Myths 
 
 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative (Fairytale): The 
Firework Makers Daughter 

(a quest) 
 

Poetry (2 weeks) 
Patterned poetry: Life 

doesn’t frighten me at all 
by Maya Angelou 

Various poets 
 

Reading to entertain (4 weeks) 
Narrative: The Hobbit by J R R 

Tolkien 
 

Reading to entertain (2 weeks) 
Narrative: (Greek Myths): Jason 

and the Argonauts 
Various Greek myths 

 
 
 
 
 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative: The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe by C S 

Lewis 

Poetry (2 weeks) 
Performance 
poetry: The 

Jabberwocky by 
Lewis Carroll 

 
Reading to 

entertain (3 weeks) 
Narrative: Hamlet 

by William 
Shakespeare 

Reading to entertain (5 weeks) 
Narrative: A Series of Unfortunate 

Events – The Bad Beginning by 
Lemony Snicket 

Text(s) and 
Purpose 

Texts to read 
aloud and 

discuss in story 
time 

Narrative: Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone (a portal 
story) (meeting a mysterious 

character) 
 

Oscar and the bird- Geoff 
Waring 

 

Narrative: Adventure in Athens 
by Caroline Lawrence 

Narrative: Demon Dentist by 
David Walliams 

Narrative: Diver’s 
Daughter by Patrice 

Lawrence 
Creature Features- 

Natasha Durley  
Darwin’s Tree of 

Life- Michael Bright  
 

 

Applying phonics Know that phonics is one strategy 
to read words. 

Know when phonic strategies will 
help to read a word and when 

they will not.  
Use knowledge of root words to 
help to read unfamiliar words.  

Use knowledge of learned 
prefixes and suffixes to help 

to read unfamiliar words: 
in, il, im, ir, ing, er en, ed.  

Apply knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to 
help to read aloud unfamiliar 

words: anti, inter, ation. 

Know that some words may 
have a similar pronunciation 

but may be written 
differently.  

Know that some of these are 
unusual. 

Use knowledge of unusual 
phoneme/grapheme 

correspondences to help to 
read unfamiliar words. 

Know that unfamiliar words 
can be read by using 

knowledge of similar words 
(analogy).  

Apply knowledge of 
root words, prefixes 
and suffixes to help 
to read unfamiliar 

words: ous, ly. 

Use analogy, drawing on 
pronunciation of similar known 

words to read others. 

Reading for 
pleasure 

Know that there is a range of 
narrative stories. 

Discuss the range of narrative 
stories studied in Year 3 and 

consider similarities and 
differences.  

Understand that these stories 
have different plot patterns.  

Know that the plot develops in 

Know that there are 
different forms of poetry, 
recognising and naming 
those previously taught.  

Know that words and 
language in poems create 

effects.  
Explain the effect created 

by the poet’s choice of 

Identify words and language 
that show the setting of a book 
– historical, cultural or social.  

Know where to find the specific 
information needed in non-

fiction texts.  
Know how to use a non-fiction 

book to find identified 
information. 

 Understand that 
the meaning of 
poems can be 

enhanced through 
performance. 
Discuss how 
meaning is 

enhanced through 
performance.  

Know that writers choose words 
and language to show 

atmosphere, mood or feelings.  
Find words and language to show 

atmosphere, mood or feelings. 
Explain how the words and 
language used atmosphere, 

mood or feelings and explain why 
a writer has made specific 



different ways according to the 
plot pattern.  

Understand that writers open 
stories in different ways and 

make comparisons.  
Choose non-fiction books for a 

specific purpose.  

words and language.  
Know that poems may have 

patterned language and 
find examples. 

Explain the effect of 
patterned language in 
poems and why a poet 

might use it.  

  Identify that 
intonation, tone, 

volume and action 
can be used to 

enhance meaning.  
Prepare poems to 

read aloud and 
perform, showing 

understanding 
through intonation, 
tone, volume and 

action.  

choices.   
Explain how a writer has used 

words and language to show the 
setting of a book.  

Record words and language from 
reading to use in writing.  

Find similarities in the use of 
language and openings in books 

experienced.  

Reading for 
understanding 

Identify the main idea/s of a text.  
Know that the main idea can be 

summarised in a sentence.  
Make predictions based on the 
text and from knowledge from 

other books.  
 

Know that many books 
have themes.  

Discuss the possible 
theme/s in books.  

Know that the organisation 
and layout of books vary 

according to their purpose.  

Understand that the reader 
needs to interact with a text to 

fully understand it.  
Check understanding in any 

book or text read.  
Ask questions to ensure 
understanding of a text.  

Find evidence which shows 
what the theme is in a book.  

Explain why the evidence 
shows what the theme is.  

Use the organisation and 
layout of a book to find 
specific information and 

record this.  
Compare with others’ 

personal responses to a text.  
Understand why a character 
acted, responded or felt in a 

certain way.  
Identify the main idea in 

paragraphs in a text.  
Summarise the main idea of a 

text in a sentence.  

Understand that a 
writer wants the 

reader to respond 
in a certain way. 
Explain how the 

writer made sure of 
the reader’s 

response, using 
evidence from the 

text.  
 

 

Ask questions to deepen 
understanding of a text – 

between and beyond the lines.  
Find where the writer has written 
to make the reader respond in a 

certain way.  
Adapt personal responses in the 

light of others’ responses.  
Understand why a writer wanted 

a character to respond in a 
certain way.  

Infer meaning using evidence 
from events, description and 

dialogue.  
Make connections with books 

with similar themes.  
Skim to find specific information 

on a page or in a paragraph. 
Scan a page or paragraph to find 

key words or information.  

Vocabulary Use root words to help to 
understand the meaning of 

unfamiliar words.  
Use a dictionary to check or find 

the meaning of new words.  

Use prefixes and suffixes to 
help to understand the 
meaning of unfamiliar 

words.  

Apply knowledge of root 
words, suffixes and prefixes to 

help to understand the 
meaning of unfamiliar words.  

Discuss the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

Actively seek the meaning of 
any words or language not 

understood.  
Check the meaning of any 
unfamiliar words through 

questioning, discussion or use 
of dictionaries.  

  

Oral and reading 
comprehension 

 CC unit 15 poetry 
Assessment task 9 

  CC unit 14 poetry 
Assessment task 8 

 

 

 



Year 5 Writing 
Author: Michael Morpurgo 

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling No Nonsense Spelling Year 
5 

Block 1 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 5 
Block 2 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
5 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling 
Year 5 
Block 4 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
5 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
5 

Block 4 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Narrative should focus on 
atmosphere  

Writing to entertain 
Description (character) 

Street Child-  Berlie Doherty 
Oliver Twist- Charles 

Dickens  
 

Writing to inform  
Biography 

Daisy Saves the Day- Shirley 
Hughes  

 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

 Escape from Pompeii-  Christina 
Balit 

 
Writing to inform 

Report 
Forces in action- Science is 

everywhere 

Writing to entertain 
Description (setting) 

King of the Cloud Forests – 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
Writing to Inform 
Newspaper report 

The extraordinary Life of 
Katherine Johnson 

Non-fiction:  
Unlocking the Universe- 

Stephen and Lucy Hawking 

Writing to influence 
Narrative 

The Proudest Blue- 
Ibtihaj Muhammed 

 
Writing to inform 

Report 
Mountains of the 

World- Dieter Braun 
 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

Journey to River Sea 
The Shortest Day- Susan 

Cooper 
 

Writing to discuss 
Argument 

Leaf 
 
 

Writing to entertain 
Playscripts: A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream  
 

Narrative: Everybody bakes 
bread-  Norah Dooley 

 
Writing to persuade  

Advert 
Non-fiction: Brilliant Bread- 

James Morton 
 

Poetry 

Composition Introduce TIP TOP (Time, 
place, topic, person 

speaking).  
Organise writing into 
paragraphs to show 

different information or 
events.  

Extend and develop paragraphs: 
-main point 

-topic 
-event 

-idea and explanation 

Link ideas within 
paragraphs. 

 
Connect adverbs and 

adverbials for time, place 
and how.   

 

Develop characters 
though actions and 

dialogue.  
 

BY SPRING TERM ALL 
USE OF SPEECH 

SHOULD BE ACCURATE. 

Write detailed descriptions 
of settings which create 

atmosphere based on my 
reading.  

Write detailed descriptions 
of settings which indicate 

change based on my 
reading. 

Editing Suggest changes to clarify meaning.  

Performing   Read aloud a play script 
(Chritmas Play) and own writing 
with intonation and volume so 

that meaning is clear. 

    

Grammar and punctuation Use tense consistently. 
Colons to start a list.  

 
 

Use commas to clarify meaning. 
Start sentences in different ways.  

Similes 
Modal verbs and adverbs. 

Metaphors 
Relative clauses.  

Expanded noun phrases.  

Personification 
Perfect verb forms to mark 
relationships of time and 

cause.  

Manage shifts in time and 
place.  

Parenthesis 

Statutory understanding Modal verbs, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 
 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 Reading 
Author: Michael Morpurgo 

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Text(s) and Purpose 
Texts to teach in reading 

lessons 

Reading to entertain (4 
weeks) 

Narrative: Street Child by 
Berlie Doherty 

Reading to entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative: Oliver Twist by 
Charles  

 

Reading to entertain (4 
weeks) 

Narrative: War Horse by 
Michael Morpurgo 

Reading to entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative: Farm Boy by 
Michael Morpurgo 

Reading to entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative: King of the 
Cloud Forests by Michael 

Morpurgo 
 

Reading to entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative from another 
culture and tradition: 

Where the Mountain meets 
the Moon by Grace Lin  

 

Reading to entertain (3 
weeks) 

Narrative from another 
culture and tradition: The 
Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi 

 
Reading to entertain (2 

weeks) 
Myths and Legends: River 

Stories by Timothy 
Knapman 

 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative: Journey to the 
River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative (play scripts): A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 

by William Shakespeare 
 

Poetry (2 weeks) 
Performance – The 

Rainmaker by John Agard 

Text(s) and Purpose 
Texts to read aloud and 

discuss in story time 

Daisy Saves the Day- 
Shirley Hughes  

Non-fiction: A street 
through time- Steve Noon 

 

   Narrative from another 
culture and tradition: 

Wonder by R. J. Palacio 
Tadpole's Promise- Jeanne 

Willis  
Once there were GIANTS- 

Martin Waddell 
The Promise- Nicola Davies 

 

Narrative: Tom’s Midnight 
Garden by Phillippa Pearce 

Applying phonics Apply knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 

suffixes to read aloud 
unfamiliar words.  

Read further exception 
words noting the unusual 

correspondences between 
spelling and sound, where 
these occur in the word.  

Attempt pronunciation of 
unfamiliar words drawing 

on prior knowledge of 
similar words.  

    

Retrieving information 
from text 

Identify key information 
from a text.  

Summarise key 
information in sentences.  
Find key information from 
different parts of the text.  

Understand the difference 
between fact and opinion.  
Find examples of fact and 

opinion in texts and explain 
why one is fact and the 

other is opinion.  

Use skimming and 
scanning to find 
information needed. 
Make notes on the 
information needed.  
Organise notes and 
present information.  
 

Understand that a 
narrative can be told from 
different points of view – 

narrator, character.  
Identify the point of view 

in a narrative.  
Understand that the writer 

may have a viewpoint.  

 Explore how events are 
viewed from another 

perspective.  
Explain the writer’s 

viewpoint with evidence 
from the text.  

Identify the writer’s 
viewpoint, for example, 
how different characters 

are presented.  

Reading fiction Know that there is a range 
of narrative genres which 

includes classic and 
traditional stories, myths 

Find words and language 
that are used for effect. 

Explain how the words and 
language create a precise 

Discuss how and why 
different books have 
different structures.  

Explain why a book or 

Understand that writers 
use language for precise 

effect.  
Understand that a writer 

Record examples of 
effective structures and 

techniques from reading to 
use in writing.  

Explore how dialogue is 
used to develop character.  

Explore how actions are 
added to dialogue to move 



and legends, poems and 
play scripts.  

Know that these are 
structured in different 

ways.  
Summarise the main ideas 

drawn from a text.  

effect.  
Understand that a writer 

moves events forward 
through a balance of 

action, description and 
dialogue.  

Draw inferences such as 
inferring a character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions 
at different points in the 

text.  

poem is enjoyable and who 
might enjoy it.  

Understand that inferences 
can be drawn from 

different parts of the text.  
Justify inferences with 

evidence from the text.  

uses different sentence 
structures and techniques 

to create effects.  
Explore the structures and 

techniques used.  
Make predictions from 

evidence found and 
implied.  

Record effective words and 
language from reading to 

use in writing.  
Know that the context in 
which it was written can 

affect a text. 
Explain how the context of 
a text reflects the reaction 

of the audience it was 
written for.  

events forward.  
Understand that inferences 

can be made by reading 
between and beyond the 

lines.  
Learn a wider range of 

poetry by heart.  
Prepare poems to read 
aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding 
through intonation, tone 
and volume so that the 
meaning is clear to the 

audience.  

Reading non-fiction  Know that non-fiction texts 
are structured to guide the 

reader to information. 
Explain how the structure 
guides the reader to find 

specific information.  

 Evaluate the effectiveness 
of a non-fiction book to 

research questions raised.  

  

Justifications for views Give a personal point of 
view about a text.  

Explain the reasons for a 
viewpoint, using evidence 

from the text.  
Listen to others’ ideas and 

opinions about a text. 

Make connections 
between other similar 

texts, prior knowledge and 
experience.  

Explain why there are 
connections, using 

evidence.  
Compare books with 

similar themes.  

Build on others’ ideas and 
opinions about a text in 

discussion.  
Question others’ ideas 

about a text.  
 

Compare different versions 
of texts, explaining 

similarities and differences.  
Evaluate the effectiveness 

of different versions of 
texts.  

Explain how books written 
in different contexts can 

have similar themes.  

 

Vocabulary and 
comprehension 

Understand that there will 
be unfamiliar words in 

texts read.  
Use dictionaries to check 

or find the meaning of 
unfamiliar words.  

Ask questions to improve 
understanding.  

Re-read to check that the 
text is meaningful.  

Use meaning-seeking 
strategies to explore the 

meaning of words in 
context.  

  Use meaning-seeking 
strategies to explore the 
meaning of idiomatic and 

figurative language.  

Oral and reading 
comprehension 

CC unit 14 poetry     CC unit 15 poetry. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 Writing autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Weeks to plan for: 7 weeks 6 weeks 6 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

5 weeks 
 

4 weeks 
 

Spelling No Nonsense Spelling Year 
6 

Block 1 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
6 

Block 2 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
6 

Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 
6 

Block 4 

No Nonsense Spelling Year 6 
Block 3 

No Nonsense Spelling 
Year 6 
Block 4 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Narrative should focus on 
atmosphere 

Writing to entertain 
Description (character) 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
Carrie’s War- Nina Bawden  

Time Train to the Blitz-  
Sophie McKenzie 

 
Writing to inform  

Newspaper  
Children of the Blitz- 

Robert Westall 
Anatomy- Helene Druvert 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

The Tin Snail- Cameron 
McAllister 

One Smart Fish- 
Christopher Wormell 

What Mr Darwin Saw- Mick 
Manning 

 
Writing to inform 

Report 
Moth- Isabel Thomas  

Forgotten beasts – Matt 
Sewell 

On the Origin of the 
Species- Charles Darwin 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

Coming to England- Floella 
Benjamin 

 
Writing to inform 

Biography 
Coming to England- Floella 

Benjamin 
 

Writing to discuss 
Argument 

The story of the Windrush 
Leaf- Sandra Dieckmann 

Writing to entertain 
Description (setting) 

Odd & The Frost Giants – 
Neil Gaiman 

 
 

Writing to inform 
Report 

Our Garden Birds- Matt 
Sewell  

Build-it-yourself 
Birdhouses: Chris Peterson 
What a Waste- Jess French 

Writing to entertain 
Playscripts 
Macbeth 

 
Writing to persuade 
Speech or Campaign 

Earth Heroes- Lily Dyu 
Greta’s story- Valentina 

Camerini 
What a Waste- Jess French 

 

Writing to entertain 
Narrative 

The Dragon’s Hoard- 
Cate James 

 
Poetry  

Composition Use antonyms. 
 

Use TIP TOP (Time, place, 
topic, person speaking).  

 
Organise writing into 
paragraphs to show 

different information or 
events. 

Use synonyms. 
 

Adapt writing to suit 
audience and purpose.  

Enhance atmosphere in 
descriptions considering: 

-register 
-structure 

-layout 
 
 

Describe and integrate 
dialogue to convey 

character and advance 
action. 

CHILDREN MUST 
CONSCIOUSLY CONTROL 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND 
UNDERSTAND WHY 

SENTENCES ARE 
CONSTRUCTED AS THEY ARE. 

THEY MUST UNDERSTAND 
THE NUANCES IN 

VOCABULARY CHOICES. 

 

Editing As a matter of course second drafts should show evaluative and reflective thinking demonstrated by thoughtful and effective changes made to create effects and to impact the 
reader.  

Proof reading should ensure high levels of accuracy. 

Performing   Debate  Public speaking   Read aloud a play script 
(Summer Play) and own 
writing with intonation 

and volume so that 
meaning is clear. 

Grammar and punctuation Use the correct tense.  
Passive voice.  

Commas with accuracy 

Modal verbs 
Colons 

Semi-colons 
Parenthesis  

Cohesive devices 
Subject-verb agreement 

Formal speech- subjunctive 
forms 

Clause structure- subtlety.   

Statutory understanding Subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points. 

 



 

Year 6 Reading  
Author: Neil Gaiman 

autumn 1 autumn 2 spring 1 spring 2 summer 1 summer 2 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Texts to teach in reading 
lessons 

Reading to entertain (4 
weeks)  

Narrative: Goodnight Mr 
Tom by Michelle Magorian 

 
Reading to entertain (3 

weeks)  
Narrative: Carrie’s War by 

Nina Bawden 
 

Reading to entertain (4 
weeks)  

Narrative: Ned’s Circus of 
Marvels by Justin Fisher 

 
Reading to entertain (3 

weeks)  
Myths and legends 

(modern): The Girl of Ink 
and Stars by Kiran 

Millwood Hargrave 
 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative: Skellig by David 
Almond 

Reading to entertain (5 
weeks) 

Narrative: Odd and the 
Frost Giants by Neil 

Gaiman 

Reading to entertain (5 weeks) 
Narrative (play scripts): Macbeth 

by William Shakespeare 
 

The Arrival by Shawn Tan 

Reading to 
entertain (5 weeks) 
Narrative: Holes by 

Louis Sachar 

Text(s) and Purpose 
 

Texts to read aloud and 
discuss in story time 

  Narrative: Coraline by Neil 
Gaiman 

   

Applying phonics Apply knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 

suffixes to read aloud 
unfamiliar words. 

Read further exception 
words noting the unusual 

correspondences between 
spelling and sound, where 
these occur in the word.  

Attempt pronunciation of 
unfamiliar words drawing 

on prior knowledge of 
similar words. 

    

Reading fiction and non-
fiction 

Be familiar with a range of 
narrative genres which 

includes classic and 
traditional stories, myths 
and legends, poems and 

play scripts.  
Know that texts can have 

elements of more than one 
text type. 

Identify elements included 
in a text type. 

Draw more complex 
inferences such as inferring 

a character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 

their actions at different 
points in the text. 

Explain why a poem or 
book is enjoyable and who 

might also enjoy it.  
Evaluate the usefulness of 

a non-fiction book to 
research questions raised.  
Identify the characteristics 

of a writer’s style and 
explain.  

Answer more complex 
retrieval questions where 

the information is not 
obviously stated.  

Explain how the choices a 
writer has made about the 
structure of a text support 

its purpose.  
Know that the word and 

language choices support 
the writer’s purpose and 

explain how, using 
evidence.   

Make predictions using 
knowledge of the 

conventions of different 
genres and text types. 

Give impressions of 
characters, relationships 

and settings with evidence.  
 

Know that non-fiction may 
include a creative, fictional 

element. 
Understand that non-

fiction texts may present 
the same information with 

different viewpoints.  
Evaluate the effectiveness 

of different non-fiction 
texts by comparing how 
different writers present 

the same information.  
Explain ‘how you know…’ 
and ‘how you can tell…’.  

Know that style and vocabulary 
are linked to the purpose of a 

text and explain how, using 
evidence.  

Explain how the techniques and 
structures used support the 

writer’s purpose, using evidence.  
Comment on the effectiveness of 

the writer’s use of language 
structures and techniques.  

 

Justifications for views Give a personal point of Build on others’ ideas and Make connections Identify themes in books   



view about a text.  
Explain the reasons for a 

viewpoint, using evidence 
from the text.  

Listen to others’ ideas and 
opinions about a text. 

Explain the similarities and 
differences between 

different versions of texts.  

opinions about a text in 
discussion.  

Question others’ ideas 
about a text.  

 

between texts which may 
not initially seem similar.  

Explain why there are 
connections, using 

evidence.  
 

which have different 
cultural, social or historical 

contexts.  
Compare and contrast 
themes in a range of 

books.  
Explain how there are 

common themes in 
different books, using 

evidence from reading.  

Explaining and discussing 
own understanding 

Identify key information 
from a text and summarise 

in sentences.  
Find key information from 
different parts of the text 

and summarise. 
Present an oral and written 
overview or summary of a 

text.  

Use point, evidence and 
explanation (PEE) to 
respond to questions 

about texts.  

Identify the point of view 
in a narrative. 

Explore how events can be 
viewed from another 

perspective. 
 

Identify the techniques 
used to create feelings, 
atmosphere, mood or 

messages and explain how.  
Comment on how the 

writer’s intent affects the 
reader.  

Know that points of view can be 
implied and identify these. 

Explain implied points of view, 
using evidence.  

Identify the writer’s viewpoint 
and explain with evidence.  

Explain the effect of the writer’s 
viewpoint on the reader.  

Explain how the techniques used 
create feelings, atmosphere, 

mood or messages.  

 

Vocabulary and 
comprehension 

Understand that there will 
be unfamiliar words in 

texts.  
Use dictionaries to check 

or find the meaning of 
unfamiliar words.  

Use meaning-seeking 
strategies to explore 
unfamiliar words in 

context.  
Use meaning-seeking 

strategies to explore the 
meaning of idiomatic and 

figurative language.  

Ask questions to improve 
and deepen 

understanding.  
Re-read to check that the 

text is meaningful.  
Know that a text may need 

to be read slowly or re-
read to deepen 
understanding. 

Know that texts have 
different layers of meaning 

– between the lines and 
beyond the lines.  

Summarise the main ideas 
drawn from a text. 

Make predictions from 
evidence found and 

implied.   

Find the different layers of 
meaning in a text and explain 

how they contribute to the 
reader’s understanding of the 

overall meaning, characters and 
themes.  

Know that the context in which it 
was written can affect a text.  

Explain how the context of a text 
reflects the reaction of the 
audience it was written for.  

 

Oral and reading 
comprehension 

    CC unit 4 fiction.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to persuade Writing to discuss 

1 Story 
Poetry- Riddles 

   

2 Story 
Description (character and setting) 
Poetry- Acrostic  

Reports 
Recount 
Instruction  

Letter 
 

 

3 Narrative 
Description (character and setting) 
Poetry- Diamantes or Haiku  

Explanation 
Recount 
Newspaper 

  

4 Narrative 
Description (character and setting) 
Poetry- Limerick  

Explanation 
Recount 
Biography 

Advert 
Letter 
 

 

5 Narrative 
Description (character and setting) 
Poetry- Kennings  

Report 
Biography 
Newspaper 

Advert Argument 

6 Narrative 
Description (character and setting) 
Poetry- Free Verse  

Report 
Biography 
Newspaper 

Speech/Campaign  Argument 

 

Literacy in the curriculum 

 Reading Writing 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Science Read scientific 
vocabulary at a 
level consistent 
with their 
increasing word 
reading 
knowledge.  

Read scientific 
vocabulary 
correctly and 
with confidence, 
using their 
growing word 
reading 
knowledge. 

Read and 
pronounce 
scientific 
vocabulary 
correctly.  

Spell scientific 
vocabulary at a 
level consistent 
with their 
increasing 
spelling 
knowledge. 

Spell scientific 
vocabulary 
correctly and 
with confidence, 
using their 
growing spelling 
knowledge. 

Spell scientific 
vocabulary 
correctly. 

Geography Use maps, atlases and globes to locate places.    Communicate 
geographical 
information 
through writing 
at length. 

History  Sift arguments   Create structured accounts including 
written narratives.  

Languages  Appreciate stories, poems and 
rhymes. 

 Write phrases and sentences. 
Describe people, places and actions in 
writing.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

N R 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Turn taking Developing and sharing 
ideas 

Collaborative learning- 
working in pairs 

Questioning and 
working in fours 

Retaining and relaying 
information with less 
support  

Gathering information 
more independently  

Presenting with 
confidence  

Enquiring independently using an 
EXIT model  

Statutory requirement of the National Curriculum 2014 

Talk for Learning Tools 

Listening to 
stories and to 
each other 
Story role play 

Snap to and snap back  
Beginning to use talk 
cards in pairs  
 
 
 
 
 
By the end of the year:  
Work independently for 
15 minutes. 

ITT 
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Using talk cards in pairs  
 
 
 
By the end of the year:  
Work independently for 
25 minutes. 

ITT 
Bullet point thinking  
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Snowballing  
Thought showers  
Information hunts- 
summer term  

ITT 
Bullet point thinking  
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Snowballing  
Thought showers 
Information hunts  
Envoying  
Yes/No questions 
Listening triangles  
 

ITT 
Bullet point thinking  
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Snowballing  
Thought showers 
Information hunts  
Envoying  
Yes/No questions 
Listening triangles 
Jigsawing  
Begin to be experts. 

ITT 
Bullet point thinking  
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Snowballing  
Thought showers 
Information hunts  
Envoying  
Yes/No questions 
Listening triangles 
Jigsawing 
Scan and check 
Conversion 
Regular use of Expert 
Groups (Rainbow) 

ITT 
Bullet point thinking  
Snap to and snap back  
A/B talk 
Snowballing  
Thought showers 
Information hunts  
Envoying  
Yes/No questions 
Listening triangles 
Jigsawing 
Scan and check 
Conversion 
EXIT model 
Summarise discussions and 
presentations of others.  

Speaking and listening focus 

Use language Develop narrative and Use tense accurately Connect ideas together Take on a given role Speak for a sustained Talk in a deliberate way Independently adopt roles and 



in play.  explanation in play.  when speaking. when speaking.- by the 
end of year 2 using 
different ways to join 
phrases 

within a group and stick 
to it. Take turns to talk, 
listen, and respond in 
two way conversations 
and groups 

period about the topic.  
Listen to information, 
work out which 
elements are key and 
make relevant, related 
comments 

to engage the listener.  
Identify clearly when 
they haven’t 
understood and be 
specific about 
what additional 
information they need 

responsibilities during group work 
and discuss the matter in hand 
effectively.  
Negotiate an agreement explaining 
other options and possible 
outcomes.  

Describe the immediate world and feelings. 
Use language to communicate a wider range of things – such as 
ask, negotiate, give opinions and discuss ideas and feelings, 
E.g. “Can we go to the park after school today – it’s a lovely sunny 
day 
and it will be fun” 

Use texts to make vocabulary choices.  
Ask lots of questions to find out specific 
information including ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ 
 

Uses a flexible approach to speech depending on 
the situation.  
Keep conversations going with a range of people in 
different situations, by making relevant comments 
or by asking questions 

Use broad and rich vocabulary to 
discuss abstract concepts and a 
range of topics. Use long and 
complex sentence structures 
including more sophisticated 
connectives to join ideas together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


