
Malton Community Primary School 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of Early Years in relation to teaching and learning at 

Malton Primary School. It gives guidance on what the EYFS principles look like within our school 

ensuring all children are given the best possible start to school life regardless of their starting point. 

The EYFS staff work as part of a team, we plan and work together to ensure continuity and 

progression from 2 to 5 years. 

Aims 

At Malton Community Primary school we aim to provide an education that will: 

• Enable children to make an effective transition from home/playgroup/nursery to school. 

• Secure a broad and balanced curriculum which fosters the emotional, social, physical, moral, 
cultural, spiritual, intellectual, and creative development of all the children.  

• Ensure that all children have access to the curriculum and make progress proportionate with 
their developing abilities, irrespective of their gender, ethnic or social background or special 
educational needs.  

• Enable children to learn and develop skills, attitudes and understanding to reach the Early 
Learning Goals through quality learning experiences and for more able pupils to exceed the 
goals. 

• Ensure a planned transition for pupils moving from Foundation Stage into year 1. 
 
The Early Years Principles 
 
The EYFS is based upon four principles: 

 A Unique Child 

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments 

 Learning and Development 

At Malton Primary School we recognise that each child is unique. On entry to 2gether and Nursery 
each child will be allocated a key worker.  The key workers role is to develop and establish positive 
relationship with the child and their family.  They will ensure that the child settles into each session 
and checks in with the child throughout the day. 
 
Our environments play a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. We aim 
to provide stimulating indoor and outdoor environments offering experiences and activities that are 
challenging but achievable, so giving children the confidence to explore and learn in secure, safe 
spaces. 
 
Timetabling must enable children to free flow between the outdoor and indoor environments within 
the school day and have uninterrupted periods where they can engage in self - initiated learning. 
Our environments are regularly assessed throughout the year and adapted in response to 
summative assessments, this is to ensure that staff capitalise on high levels of  involvement to 
ensure high level attainment and that all play is purposeful meeting the child’s needs. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Learning and Development 

At Malton Primary School we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and have 
their own learning styles. The Foundation Stage curriculum is delivered through seven areas of 
learning, these are split into the Prime and Specific areas.   
 
The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences and are 
fundamental in supporting learning in all other areas. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional development 

 Communication and language 

 Physical Development 
 
The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of the prime areas, and 
provide important contexts for learning.  

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 
All areas of learning are developed through a balance of adult and child initiated activities. We 
recognise that play and practical experiences are how young children make sense of the world 
around them and our planning reflects this. 
 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 
Our daily routines promote the importance of PSED. We encourage independence from the moment 
children enter school.  From reception the children are asked to enter school independently and 
organise their belongings.  
 
Our provision is set up so children develop independence and are confident to select their own 
activities and resources.  We expect all children to show respect and take responsibility for their 
learning environments by choosing and then returning resources independently when they have 
finished using them.  This can only occur when all adults model and insist on this behaviour.   
 
Communication and Language (CAL) 
Communication and Language has high importance at Malton Primary School and is used as a vital 
tool for learning.  In the early years this is no different.  The role of the adult is vital in the promotion 
of communicating.  Our planning reflects the need to extend vocabulary through well planned 
activities such as responding to stories, songs and rhymes.  Talking about purposeful and meaningful 
experiences and listening to others. Using role play to develop language skills when learning to speak 
to different people in different situations. Key words and vocabulary are on display throughout the 
provision to act as a tool for adults promoting our high expectation in language development. On 
entry to our nursery setting children are screened for their CAL needs using the Welcomm screening 
tool, this enables staff to put in place language interventions for those children who may be at risk of 
falling behind their peers. The Welcomm tool kit then offers a range of suggested activities that 
adults can use to support language development. In addition to this staff uses the philosophy behind 



the Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) to develop communication and language skills, this 
maybe through targeted group work to support children who may be at risk of language delay. 
 
 
Physical Development 
At Malton Primary School we provide a range of large and small equipment and opportunities, both 
indoors and outdoors that allow children to develop confidence and enjoyment in the use and 
development of their own physical skills.  
 
Adult support enables children to safely meet physical challenges, developing and increasing skills, 
co-ordination and control in moving, climbing and balancing.  At the same time, children are 
supported in the development of the fine motor skills required to use tools such as brushes, pencils 
and scissors, to handle small objects with increasing control and precision and to choose the correct 
tool for the job.  
 
We work hard to ensure children learn how to make healthy choices when it comes to diet.  
Throughout our early years provision we provide a variety of healthy snacks where children are 
encouraged to try new foods. 
 
 
Literacy 
As a school we are committed to raising standards.  From nursery upwards children will take part in 
daily literacy and language sessions that include; sharing books, singing rhymes, talking about 
experiences and modelling writing. In addition to this children are taught daily discrete phonic 
sessions. We primarily use Letters and Sounds phase 1 to support children with tuning into sounds 
and when ready will participate in daily Read, Write Inc. sessions (usually the term before they enter 
reception).  
 
Children in reception have daily Read, Write Inc sessions where they continue to learn new sounds 
and the skills for decoding to read and encoding to write.  Once children are able to sound out and 
blend simple words confidently they will have a decodable reading book sent home. Children are 
also sent home high frequency words to develop their knowledge of irregular sight words. 
 
Children in 2gether and nursery will be sent home with picture books to share with parents.  
 
A variety of writing tools are provided in the provision to promote mark making.  Adults ensure that 
children develop a firm and correct pencil grip for the right stage of development.  Modelled and 
shared writing is provided throughout the day and through the different areas of provision in both 
the indoor and outdoor classrooms.  Children are again exposed to writing for different purposes. 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics enters every area of the Early Years and the development of mathematical 
Concepts are happening all the time. Through their play and by means of adult-supported practical 
experiences children become familiar with sorting, matching, ordering, sequencing, recognising and 
creating patterns and counting everyday objects.  Mathematical development is embedded 
throughout the provision and many elements are part of the daily routine such as preparing snacks, 
counting those present, number games, songs, stories and number-related activities such as jigsaw 
puzzles help children recognise and use numbers to 10 and beyond. 
 
Children receive daily maths inputs and will engage in small adult directed group work throughout 
the week to ensure children make rapid progress from their starting points. There is a strong focus 



on developing number sense in the early years to ensure children are secure with the concepts of 
numbers to 10.  Children will explore numbers to  5 in nursery and to 10 and beyond in reception. 
 
Understanding the World 
Our safe and stimulating environment allows children to explore and experiment with a wide range 
of natural and manufactured materials. They learn to observe, talk and ask questions about and 
sometimes record features of objects and substances and to recognise differences, patterns, 
similarities and change. Children are frequently accessing the different environments within the 
school grounds and when possible explore the local and extended community. 
 
Our long term planning provides an overview of festivals, celebrations and special days throughout 
the year. Through this children develop an appreciation of similarities and differences between 
themselves and others with regards to cultures, beliefs, celebrations and experiences. 
 
Children will have opportunities to experience a range of ICT.  Each classroom has at least one 
computer and an interactive whiteboard. There is a range of programmes to enable the children to 
develop hand/eye co-ordination leading to fundamental keyboards skills. Our programmes allow the 
children to draw and paint pictures and engage in early reading and numeracy activities.   
 

Expressive arts and design 
 
Children are encouraged to use their senses and a wide range of resources in order to express their 
own ideas and feelings and to construct their individual responses in two and three dimensions. 
 
Children join in with and respond to music, dance and stories and there are many 
Opportunities for imaginative role-play, both individually and as part of the group.  Each classroom 
has a designated role play area which can reflect children’s own experiences or be linked to the 
class’s current theme. 
 
Religious Education 
Children in their reception year must also have regular dedicated Religious Education.  At Malton 
Primary School we use the NYCC agreed syllabus for Religious Education. 
 
Planning 
Long Term Planning 
We base our plans on the Early Years Outcomes (formerly known as Development Matters). This is 
the over-arching framework that informs all others stages of planning.  
Medium Term Planning 
Medium term planning takes place over a half term and follows topical interests as well as following 
the interests of the children. Objectives are based on summative assessments to ensure that 
children meet their next developmental milestone. 
 
Short Term Planning 
Our short term plans focus on adult directed activities for that week and must include clear learning 
objectives and outcomes. Planning will also demonstrate how we tailor the needs of our EAL pupils 
(English as an additional language) pupils in receipt of EYPP (early year’s pupil premium); challenge 
our more able pupils and support our SEND. 
 
In addition to our adult directed planning we make enhancements to the continuous provision, using 
key questions, props or suggested ideas to challenge children with their learning.  These are adapted 
regularly during the week in response to the needs and interests of the children.   
 



Short term planning is on display in each classroom so all adults can access this and annotate in 
response to the needs of the children.  Weekly observations and assessments of the children feed 
into the following weeks plans. 
 
Assessment 
 
Observations and assessments are part of our daily practice for all adults working in our Early Years 
and are vital in ensuring we are responding and meeting the needs of all children.  Key moments in 
learning are recorded using EExAT learning journals. 
 
When do we observe 
Observations of children should be made; 

 When children are initiating their own learning. 

 When children are responding to a challenge or an activity an adult has set in an area. 

 And sometimes, during an adult directed session. 
 
However it is important to note that approximately 80% of observations should be on child initiated 
activities or the child responding to an adult initiated activity but not under the direction of an adult.   
 
Who observes 
It is the responsibility of all adults deployed in our Early Years to make observations of the children 
and contribute towards the children’s individual learning journeys. 
 
Parents also have a responsibility to contribute their own observations of their child’s learning and 
school must ensure that parents are given the opportunity to do so by ensuring learning journals are 
updated frequently and parents are given their unique code to log on. 
 
Learning Journeys 
Each individual child has their own learning journey which starts in nursery or 2gether and is passed 
on through school until the end of EYFS.  Learning Journeys are updated half termly and are available 
online for parents to view and comment. All adults must ensure that observations are grammatically 
correct before submitting live.  Guided work in reception must be recorded in books and marked 
according to the schools marking and feedback policy. 
 
Termly assessments 
On entry to EYFS children will be baselined using both developmental month bands and the EEXAT 
tracking system. 
 
Assessments will record developmental milestones in line with the child’s chronological age and 
track which children are at risk of falling behind. Parents will have the opportunity to meet with staff 
at two points during the year to discuss progress. There are three assessment windows across an 
academic year. 
 
Staff in our 2gether provision will use information from the two year progress check completed by 
the health visitor as a starting point. They will then make assessments against the prime areas and 
Characteristics of learning within the first 6 weeks of starting. Parents will then be invited into 
schools for a meeting to discuss how well they have settled and the developmental milestones 
children are working towards.   
 
Children in reception will be assessed against the Early Learning Goals in the summer term.  
Judgements made will use the following recommended phrasing – emerging, expected and 



exceeded.  It is important that when staff are making these judgements they use the standard 
exemplification files and the current Foundation Stage profile handbook.  Staff must ensure they 
attend moderation meetings either with other schools and the LEA network meeting. 
 
 
Collective Worship 
Children in reception year are entitled to participate in collective worship.  At Malton Primary School 
we build up the children’s experience of whole school collective worship throughout the year.  When 
children are not attending whole school collective worship provision must be made in the classroom 
during the class day.  This is monitored by the SLT through scrutinising class timetables. 
 
Transition 
The transition between any phase in life is important and during the early years it is essential that 
we make this as seamless as possible.  One way we ensure this happens is making sure that 
classroom environments are similar and offer the same provision but with a different level of 
challenge. 
 
On entry to our 2gether provision parents and children will visit the school setting and parents are 
invited to stay for the first couple of sessions to ensure that children are settled.  The length parents 
stay will depend on the needs of individual children.  
 
When children enter our nursery they will be invited to attend visits with parents beforehand to see 
the session in action. All needs of children are discussed with the nursery teacher and steps are put 
in place to address these needs. For some children a staggered transition may be required to ensure 
their emotional wellbeing needs are met.  Children who attend other settings may visit with their 
key worker or our nursery staff may visit the child in their setting or liaise with their key worker. 
 
For children entering reception they will spend the last weeks of the summer term in their new 
classes getting to know their peers and adults working in the class.  If they attend our nursery setting 
they will just attend their normal sessions. For children from other settings they will be invited to 
spend afternoons during transition in their new class.  The last two days of the school year all 
children will be invited to spend the whole day and have lunch in the dining hall.  Dedicated time is 
also given to share assessments and observations of children. 
 
At the end of reception teachers must start preparing children for entering year one.  This does not 
mean formalising learning but ensuring that children are receiving and participating in more directed 
learning.   
 
Policy to be reviewed February 2019 
 
This policy must be read in conjunction with the schools Teaching and Learning Policy, Behaviour 
Policy,  Child Protection Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Safer Recruitment Policy, Safe Working 
Practice/Code of Conduct, Mobile Phones Policy,  Complaints Policy and the Agreed Certainties 
guidance. 
 
 
 


