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Our Values 

When curiosity, rather than script guides actions, children stay interested. Engel, 2011. 

The curriculum is all the planned activities that we as a school organise in order to promote learning, personal growth and 

development. It includes, not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular 

activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of our children. We call this building ‘Cultural Capital’. It 

also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave 

respectfully. We aim to teach children how to grow into independent, hardworking people, who can work and collaborate with 

others, whilst developing knowledge, skills and attitudes to learning, in order that they achieve their true potential. 

The curriculum is driven by enquiry, talk for learning and an essential need for spiritual and cultural appreciation. Overarching 

themes take our pupils on an annual journey beginning with themselves and their locality to an appreciation of the wider world. 

Within each theme key skills are developed as children create and refine their work, explore possibilities, evaluate their 

outcomes and present their findings. We expect our children to represent what they learn to others, with confidence and 

excitement. 

Aims  

Our aim for the curriculum integrates the school’s personalised approach with the expectations of the national curriculum 2014. 

Our inclusive curriculum, promotes eight characteristics of a successful learner: Perseverance, imagination, communication, 

reflection, adaptability, inquisitiveness, having principles and motivation.  

Our curriculum aims to: 

 develop a sense of curisoty amongst our pupils and staff 

 provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils; 

 enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and to be able to choose to apply these in 

relevant siutations; 

 support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development; 

 support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active; 

 promote positive attitudes towards learning; 

 ensure equal access to learning, with high expectations for every pupil and approproate levels of support and 

challenge;  

 ensure pupils are ready for the next stage in their education. 

Preparing children for life in modern Britain  

We actively promote fundamental British values in our curriculum. 

• Democracy – what do we do? 

Provide pupils with a broad general knowledge of, and promote respect for, public institutions and services 
Teach pupils how they can influence decision-making through the democratic process. 
Include in the curriculum information on the advantages and disadvantages of democracy and how it 
works in Britain. 
Encourage pupils to become involved in decision-making processes and ensure they are listened to in school 
Organise visits to the local council and Parliament. 
Hold ‘mock elections’ so pupils learn how to argue and defend points of view. 
Help pupils to express their views. 
Teach pupils how public services operate and how they are held to account. 
Model how perceived injustice can be peacefully challenged. 

  



• Rule of law – what do we do? 

Ensure school rules and expectations are clear and fair. 
Help pupils to distinguish right from wrong. 
Help pupils to respect the law and the basis on which it is made. 
Help pupils to understand that living under the rule of law protects individuals. 
Include visits from the police in the curriculum. 
Teach pupils aspects of both civil and criminal law and discuss how this might differ from some religious laws. 
Develop restorative justice approaches to resolve conflicts. 
  

• Individual liberty – what do we do? 

Support pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence. 
Encourage pupils to take responsibility for their behaviour, as well as knowing their rights. 
Model freedom of speech through pupil participation, whilst ensuring the protection of vulnerable pupils. 
Challenge stereotypes. 
Implement a strong anti-bullying culture. 
 
• Respect and tolerance – what do we do? 

Promote respect for individual differences. 
Help pupils to acquire an understanding of, and respect for, their own and other cultures and ways of life. 
Challenge prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour. 
Organise visits to places of worship. 
Develop links with faith communities. 
Develop critical personal thinking skills. 
Discuss differences between people, such as differences of faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality and 
differences of family situations, such as looked-after children or young carers. 
 

For more information please read the government’s guidance:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/SMSC_GuidanceMaintained_Schools.

pdf 

 

Time allocation per subject  

Subject Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

English (Reading and writing) 7.5 hours 7.5 hours 

Maths 4 hours 5 hours 

Science 1.5 hours 2 hours 

PE 1 hour 10 minutes 1 hour 10 minutes- 2 hours  

RE 1 hour 1 hour 10 minutes 

DT 50 minutes 50 minutes 

Computing 50 minutes 50 minutes 

Art 50 minutes 50 minutes 

Music 50 minutes 50 minutes 

Geography 50 minutes 50 minutes 

History 50 minutes 50 minutes 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/SMSC_GuidanceMaintained_Schools.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/SMSC_GuidanceMaintained_Schools.pdf


Gather 
information 

• Describe 

• Observe 

• Record data 

• Name 

• Recite 

• Recall  

Process 
information 

• Compare 
and contract 

• Classify 

• identify 
variables 

• Analyse 

Apply and use 
information  

• Evaluate 

• Judge 

• Imagine 

• Speculate...if...then 

• Estimate 

• Apply a principle 

• Forecast 

• Create a produce 

How is the curriculum organised?  

 

 

Enquiry-led Learning 

Thinking begins with doubt. Relating prior knowledge to current content and determining similarities and differences 

affects achievement. When we think critically and solve problems, we are more likely to achieve deeper 

understanding. A way to organise this is as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Formal 

Our enquiry cycle 

 

 

 

 

Informal 

- wonder talk 

- chat 

- viewing artefacts 

- books 

- pictures 

- walks 

- direct observations 
'It's colder today than 

yesterday' 

Curiosity 

As teachers we are not just there to provide direct instruction on what and how to learn. This is of course the core of 

what we do. The transmission of information from adults to pupils is highly effective when skilfully executed. In the 

absence of imparted knowledge, pupils’ curiosity will only take them so far. Independent learning is a great goal, but 

if pupils are made to start there they won’t get much further.  

So, what invites curiosity? 

- phenomena 
- experiences 
- places 
- objects 
- people 
 
What leads us to be curious? 
- Novelty 
- Complexity 
- Uncertainty 
- Conflict 
 
There are two types of enquiry in our school: Formal and Informal 
enquiry.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of subject leaders  

Subject leaders should monitor their subject in line with the school’s calendar for self-evaluation. It is the role of 

each subject leader and to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both national and local level. They 

review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement. This development planning links to 

whole-school improvement priorities. Each subject leader reviews the curriculum plans for their subject, ensures 

that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and that progression is planned for by teachers. The subject 

leader also keeps a portfolio of children’s work, which s/he uses to show the achievements of children at each key 

stage and to give examples of expectations of attainment. Where appropriate, a team or pair of teachers will share 

responsibility for a subject area or indeed for the cross-subject implementation of the thematic curriculum. The role 

of the subject leader is to:  

 provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;  

 support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;  

 support staff development and improve the quality of teaching and learning over time;  



 monitor pupil progress in that subject area by working alongside colleagues, book looks, pupil interviews, lesson 
observations and planning scrutiny;  

 monitor and evaluate teacher’s planning and teaching;  

 keep self and other staff up to date with developments in their subject by relevant reading, INSET and policy 
development and update;  

 to liaise with appropriate bodies e.g. other schools, governors, the LEA etc. about matters relating to their subjects; 

 provide efficient resource management for the subject;  

 map coverage of the curriculum to long term plans. 
 
Children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities  

 

iTime 

From September, 2018, in line with the school’s home-learning policy, children must be given opportunities within 

the weekly timetable to engage with their own, individual enquiries. This time should be used to offer support, 

provide children with effective feedback and to monitor the standard of work being completed at home and 

independently. Purposeful, timely objectives, which help plug curriculum gaps, should be given to the children. 

 

Subject specific policy 

 

Subject Policy  

Geography Classrooms should display UK and World maps as follows: 
KS1 -UK map with 4 countries and capital cities and an illustrated world map identifying continents 
and oceans, the equator and north and south poles. 
Year 3 and 4- UK map with 4 countries and capital cities and an illustrated world map identifying 
continents and oceans, the equator and north and south poles and countries. 
Year 5 and 6- UK map with counties and an illustrated world map identifying climate zones, 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. The map 
should also identify latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones. 

History Classrooms should: 
Display a timeline which is added to as learning takes place.  
Contain an area of provision which includes age-appropriate, specific historical vocabulary. 
When the enquiry is history-focussed, classrooms should have an area of provision with an 
artefact/piece of evidence and age-relevant historical questions to enable purposeful historical 
enquiry.  
Written work should be recorded in Curriculum books and give opportunity for pupils to practise and 
refine their writing skills as authors and editors.  

PE The purpose of PE is to ensure that all children are able to develop a positive and healthy 
relationship with physical activity across a broad range of contexts and to develop skills that will 
prepare them for lifelong participation.  
 
KS1  - Provide children with broad and varied opportunities to develop competence and confidence 
over fundamental movement skills (FMS) of locomotion, stability, object control.  
Y3 & 4 – Build on FMS and provide opportunities for children begin exploring links between FMS and 
activity specific skills within engaging game contexts.  
Y5 & 6 – Ensure children have opportunities to refine and improve activity specific skills in sport 
specific contexts and begin to develop understanding of tactical concepts. 

Music Active Music must be followed when teaching music in key stages 1 and 2.  

RE The teaching of RE must follow the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus and it must reflect that the 
religious traditions of Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching 
and practises of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.  
In KS1, pupils must study Christianity and one other religion as identified on the long term plan. 
In KS2, pupils must study Christianity and two other religions as identified on the long term plan.  
Where RE is not the basis for the class enquiry, it must take the form of a mini-enquiry which 
answers questions from the Agreed Syllabus about key areas of learning.  
Pupils should be enabled to learn about religion and belief and from religion and belief, acquiring 



knowledge of world religions and developing reflection skills from considering the beliefs and 
practises of a diverse range of people.  

PSHE The purpose of the PSHE curriculum is to prepare pupils well for life in modern Britain and to enable 
pupils to develop the following characteristics: caring, cooperative, active, healthy, respectful, 
tolerant, aspiring and resourceful. It is divided into 4 themes: Personal Development, Healthy and 
Safe, Citizenship and Values and Employability Skills. These themes are identified on the long term 
plan and are covered in a variety of ways: phase assemblies, house innovation days, discrete class 
teaching and as part of class enquiry. Our whole school visitor assemblies also form a key part of the 
PSHE curriculum and enable us to raise aspirations as well as providing pupils with knowledge and 
understanding of diversity and the wider world. 
House Innovation Days and House Assemblies enable children to work collaboratively in vertical age 
groups within their house teams. Children will explore a variety of PSHE themes to further their 
knowledge and understanding.  Children are also able to explore a breadth of employability skills and 
experiences.  

Computing Pupils to record learning where possible in Curriculum books or using photographic evidence. 
Classrooms should have some ICT within an AOP.  

Art Pupils in Key Stage 1 should experiment with a range of materials and simple techniques to 
encourage their imaginations and help them express their ideas to design and produce a ‘product’. 
They should have the chance to explore different artists, craft makers and designers, thinking about 
differences, similarities and then linking this to their own work.  
Pupils in Key Stage 2 should be ‘creating’ a sketch book (it is not a sketch book unless used as one) to 
record their ideas and develop work, this will show clear progress; however, should not limit the 
children to only working within it. They may use it to design and map out their thinking, for research 
and for practising their techniques. This is the stage where pupils will begin to build on and master 
the techniques they have previously dabbled in, taking ownership, showing real imagination and full 
understanding of which material is most appropriate for the said task.  
 

Design and Technology Work is recorded in curriculum books in both KS1 and KS2. Study should include a design, 
construction and an evaluation stage. It should draw on skills from maths, science, ICT and art. They 
will learn the principles of nutrition and learn some cooking skills. Resources should be available in 
areas of provision to enable children to foster their imagination and creativity when designing a 
product. 

Science KS1 and KS2 to record work in ‘Curriculum Books’. Written work must provide generous 
opportunities for children to practise core maths and writing skills. 
Science shirts will be worn during a science lesson and children will add key scientific vocabulary, 
related to knowledge building, to this with different colours.  
The five key enquiry skills (observation over time, fair testing, pattern seeking, classifying and 
research) will be covered at least twice over the school year. They will be presented using the 
‘Enquiry Squad’ characters. 
Evidence of enquiry skills will be recorded by adults or children on ‘evidence grids’.  
Children will be encouraged to ask questions about science during the lesson e.g. a question airing 
window of time.  
 

MfL- French  The North Yorkshire schemes of work for years 3,4,5 and 6 must be followed in order to teach 
French.  

 

Clubs and Experiences 

 Physical Activity and Sport Clubs ensure that all children are able to develop a positive and healthy 

relationship with physical activity and pursue further participation in areas of their own interests. 

 A wide range of academic and non-academic clubs provide pupils with a well-rounded curriculum experience 

beyond the school day. These run termly.  

 Trips and visits are arranged regularly in order to build pupils’ cultural capital. A programme of events, linked 

to the school’s long term plan, is reviewed annually.  

 Visitors attend school assemblies regularly and deliver focused and exciting experiences for pupils each 

term.  

 


